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With Sir Ian McKellen, Charlotte Church, Danny Boyle… 

 

 

 

I’m a science writer. I usually write about the big bang and parallel universes 

and black holes. But I was born in the NHS. I am a user of the NHS. My wife 

is an NHS nurse. And I can see that the NHS is rapidly disappearing down a 

black hole. 

 

The NHS is one of the fairest, most efficient and cost-effective healthcare 

systems in the world. Countless international studies show it to be the best in 

the world for patients. 

 

The NHS doesn’t cherry pick the profitable treatments. It doesn’t discriminate. 

It is evidence-based. It’s integrated, so if you have an operation and you 

need a physio or an OT, you get referred to one. You don’t get referred 

unnecessarily. Most importantly, the NHS treats people according to their 

need not according to their ability to pay. 

 

But all this is under threat because of Health & Social Care Act of March 2012, 

which effectively abolishes the NHS. 

 

Now no politician would dare get rid of our NHS in one go – which is why the 

Coalition has been removing it gradually – by stealth – hoping we would not 

notice. No one gave them permission to dismantle our NHS. In fact, they 

even promised there would be “no more top-down re-organisation of the 

NHS”. 

 

http://www.marcuschown.com/
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The Coalition has already removed the government’s “duty to provide” 

healthcare for you and your family, something which has existed since 1948 

and which is the founding principle of the NHS. You may think you have a 

right to treatment or a GP. But you do not. Incredibly, our Health Minister is 

no longer responsible for your health. He can simply say: “It’s nothing to do 

with me. It’s the market.” 

 

The Coalition says it is not selling off and privatising the NHS. Yet 70 per cent 

of contracts have gone to private companies. This satisfies the World Health 

Organisation’s definition of “privatisation”. 

 

When the Coalition came to power the NHS had its highest ever public 

approval rating. Now the NHS is the Number One election concern. That’s an 

incredible turnaround. 

 

The undermining of public confidence in our wonderful NHS simply so that 

some people can make profit is the worst thing a UK government has done to 

its people in my lifetime. Without doubt, it will cause increased deaths and 

unnecessary suffering. 

 

The lives of 60 million men, women and children depend on the NHS. Very 

likely you are born in an NHS hospital. You get your vaccinations at school 

from an NHS nurse. The NHS fixes you if you have an accident. It looks after 

you if you are ill. And it is there when you die. 

 

The NHS unites us. It employs every colour and creed. It stands for kindness 

and fairness and compassion. It makes us proud to be British. 
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There are many things you can do help save the NHS… 

 

One thing you can do is support the NHS Re-instatement Bill of Allyson 

Pollock http://www.nhsbill2015.org/. Another thing you can do is join the 

National Health Action Party www.nap.org. And, in the two weeks until the 

election, each and every one of you, tell 5 people what is happening to our 

NHS. Most importantly, get them to vote. 

 

If we all do this, we can make a difference. Some things are worth fighting 

for. And one of them is our fantastic, wonderful, infinitely precious NHS. 

http://www.nhsbill2015.org/
http://www.nap.org/

