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Marcus Chown is an award-winning writer 
and broadcaster. Formerly a radio astronomer 
at the California Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena, he is cosmology consultant for 
New Scientist. His books include The Ascent 
of Gravity (named the Sunday Times, Science 
Book of the Year 2017), What a Wonderful 
World, Quantum Theory Cannot Hurt You and 
We Need to Talk About Kelvin (shortlisted for 
the 2010 Royal Society Book Prize). Marcus 
has also tried his hand at apps and won the 
Bookseller Digital Innovation of the Year 
award for ‘Solar System for iPad’.

There is much about our world that seems 
to make perfect sense, and important 
scientific breakthroughs have helped us to 
understand ourselves, our planet and our 
place in the universe in fascinating detail. 
But our adventures in space, our deepening 
understanding of the quantum world and 
huge leaps in technology over the last century 
have also revealed a universe far stranger than 
we could ever have imagined.

With brilliant clarity and wit, bestselling 
author Marcus Chown examines the profound 
science behind fifty remarkable facts that help 
explain the vast complexities of our existence. 
Did you know that you could fit the whole 
human race in the volume of a sugar cube? Or 
that the electrical energy in a single mosquito 
is enough to cause a global mass extinction? 
Or that, out there in the universe, there are an 
infinite number of copies of you reading an 
infinite number of copies of this? 

Infinity in the Palm of Your Hand is a mind-
bending journey through some of the most 
weird and wonderful facts about our universe, 
vividly illuminating the hidden truths that 
govern our everyday lives. 

PRAISE FOR THE ASCENT OF GRAVITY, SUNDAY 
TIMES’ SCIENCE BOOK OF THE YEAR 2017:

‘Timely, accessible and peppered with quotes from 
Douglas Adams and Terry Pratchett, this history of 
something we all feel but still cannot quite grasp 
has an admirably light touch.’ sunday times

‘Does Einstein proud … eminently readable.’ guardian

‘Genial wit and scientific flare.’ nature

PRAISE FOR MARCUS CHOWN:

‘Finest cosmology writer of our day.’ matt ridley

‘An exuberant book … A parallel universe 
where science is actually fun.’ independent

‘A pretty wonderful book.’ richard dawkins

‘Chown discusses special and general relativity, 
probability waves, quantum entanglement, gravity and 
the Big Bang, with humour and beautiful clarity, always 
searching for the most vivid imagery.’ guardian
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ALSO AVAILABLE IN EBOOK AND AUDIO

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @OMARABOOKS
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