
What you need to know about the Conservatives’ Health and Care Bill 2021 
 
 
 

1. It is a major untested reorganisation of our NHS, which will lead to worse healthcare for 
you and those close to you. 

 
2. It is being forced through in the midst of a pandemic when doctors and nurses are 

exhausted and distracted, saving lives, and when no government that cared about the 
NHS would do such a thing. 

 
3. It will split the NHS into 42 regional fragments (Integrated Care Systems), which will not 

have to provide hospital care. If they do provide it, they will not have to get you seen by 
social services before you go home to check what support you need. You or those close 
to you will then have to manage until someone can come and see you. 

 
4. Each fragment will set its own priorities, creating a new and more unfair postcode 

lottery with some treatments unavailable – you may have to choose between not getting 
treatment and paying for private care or even crowd-funding (In the US, unpaid medical 
bills cause most bankruptcies) 

 
5. The 42 NHS fragments are modelled on organisations in the US, a country with the 

worst health system in the developed world: the most expensive healthcare with highest 
infant mortality and shortest life expectancy. 

 
6. Private companies will be able to sit on the boards of the NHS fragments, making 

decisions about care and almost certainly directing public money into their pockets. 
 

7. Private companies will no longer have to compete for NHS contracts but contracts will 
simply be given to them – this handing of contracts to the government’s friends, a 
feature the Covid pandemic, will not ensure good care for you and your family. 

 
8. None of these reforms will address the key problems of the NHS: underfunding, 

shortages of doctors and nurses; and privatisation, which prioritises making money over 
caring for patients. 

 
9. The reforms are completely at odds with the founding principles of the NHS – care will 

no longer be delivered according to need but private companies will be able to profit 
from you when you are vulnerable. 

 
10. This is another huge step in the stealth hollowing-out and removal of what, before the 

Conservatives came to power, was rated the fairest, most efficient and cost-effective 
health system in the world. 

 
 
Further reading: 
https://keepournhspublic.com/privatisation/health-and-care-bill-2021/ 
https://allysonpollock.com/?p=3690 


